The Fiſt PAPER, 


May it pleaſe Tour moſt Excellent Majaſty, 


= knowledge it as a vety great mercy of God, that 
v2 immediately after your wonderful and peaceable 
wa Reſtoration unto your Throne and Government 
3. ( for which we bleſle his Name ) he hath ſtirred 
$2 up your Royal Heart, as to a zealows'Declaration 
againſt all Prophaneſs in the People, So to endea- 
texvour an happy compoſing of the Differences, and healing of the ſad 
Breaches which are 1n the Church. And we ſhall, according to 
our bounden duty, become humble ſuiters at the Throne of Grace, 
Fthat the God of Peace , who hath put ſuch a thing as this into your 
Majeſfties Heart, will by his heavenly Wiſdom and holy Spirit, £9 
jſt You therein,and bring your Reſolutions to ſo perfe& an effe& 
nd iflue, that all the People of theſe Kingdoms may have abun- 
lant cauſe to riſe up and bleſſe You, and bleſſe God who hath de- 
- lighted in You, to make You his Inſtrument in ſo happy a Work; 
That as Your glorious Progenitor, Hezry the ſeventh, was happy in 
wting the two Houſes of York and Lancaſter, and your Grand- 
father King James (of blefled memory) in ating the Kingdoms 
of England and Scotland ; So this Honour may be reſerved to your 
Majetty (as a radiantJewel in your Crown) That by.your Princely 
Wiſdom and Chriſtian Moderation, the hearts of the People may 
he #nized, and the unhappy differences and miſ-underſtandings 
I:mongſt Brethren in matters Ecclehiaſtical ſo, compoſed, that the 
Lord may be one, and his Name oze in the mid(t of your Domi- 
nions. - CIT 
" In an humble Conformity to this your Majeſties Chriſtian De- 
fon, we taking it for granted, that there is a firm Agreement be- 
tween our Brethren and us in Doftrizal Truths of the Reformed 
Religion, and im the ſubſtantial pe of Divine Worſhip ; and a 
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the differences are only in ſome varus Conceptions about the 
cient Form. of: Church-Government, and ſome particulars about 
| Lyturgie and Ceremomesg do inall humble obedience to your Mg. 
jeny ERR, T1 On 
Firſt, In as much as the #{t:mate end of Church-Government 
and Miniſtry, is, That Holineſs of Life, and the Salvation of Souls 
may be effettually promoted, We humbly defire in the firſt place, that 


we may. be ſecured of thoſe things in pratiice, of which we ſeem 


to be agreed in principles : As, | HR | 

* x, That thoſe of our Flocks who are diligent and ſerious about 
the matters of their Salvation, may not by words of ſcorn, or any 
abuſive uſages, be ſuffered to be reproachfully handled, but may 
have Liberty and Encouragement in their Duties, of exhorting and 
provoking one another to Love and to good Works, and of burldin 
up one another in their moſt holy Faith, and by all religious and 
peaceable means of furthering one another in the Wayes of Ereynyl 
Life; who being not therein oppoſit to Church-Aflemblies, not 
refuſing the guidance and inſpection of their Paſtors, and being 
reſpontible for what they do or ſay. | 

2, That each Congregation may have a Learzed, Orthodox, and 
Godly Paſtor refidings among them, to the end the People may be 
publickly inſtruKed, by preaching every Lords day, by catechifing 
and frequent adminiſtration of the Lords Supper, and of Baptiſm, and 
other Miniſterial Ads, as the occaſions and neceſſities of the Peo. 
ple may require in health and fickneſs : And that effeQtual Pro. 
viſion of Lay may be made, that ſuch as are ſ«fficrext, nepligen, 
or ſcaudalows, may not be allowed or permitted in ſo ſacred a 
Function and Imployment, Fu 

3. That none may be admitted to the Lords Supper, till they 

can competently nuderSFand the Principles of ( hriſtian Relio10n, and 
do perſonally own their Baptiſmal Covenant, by credible profeſſion of 
Faith and Holineſs,not contradicting the ſame by a contrary profeſ- 
fion, or by a ſcandalous life ; and that unto ſuch only Confirmation 
( if continued in the Church ) may be adminiſtred, And that the 
Approbation of the Paſtors, to whom the catechiſing and inſtruRing 
thoſe under their Charge doth appertain,- may be produced before 
any. perſon receive Confirmation, -Which courfe ( we humbly 
conceive) Wilt much conduce to the quieting thoſe ſad Diſputes 
which have greatly troubled the Church of God amongſt us, touck- 
tng Church-Members and Communicants, 


4, That 


- 4, 'That an effeRual courſe may be taken for the Santlificatton 
f the Lords day, appropriating the ſame to holy Exerciſes both in 
publick and private, without any unneceſſary divertiſments; it be- 
ng certain and by long experience found, that the due obſervation 
thereof is a ſpecial means of preſerving and promoting the power 
of Godlineſs, and obviating Prophaneſs, | 


Then for matters in difference, viz. \'Chy rch-Government, 
Lyturgy, and Ceremonies, 7/2 humbly Repreſent to | 
Yur MAJTJEST Y: | 


That although upon juſt Reaſons, we do diſſent from the Ec- 
cefiaſtical Hierarchy or Prelacy diſclaimed.in (ovenart, as it was. 
tated and exerciſed in theſe Kingdoms ; yet we do not, nor ever 
did renounce the true ancient primitive Epiſcopacy, or Prefiden- 
cy, as it Was ballanced 'or managed by a due commixtion of Preſ- 
bjters therewith, as a fit means to avoid Corruptions, Partialities, 
Tyrannies, and other evils which may be incident to the admini- 
tration of one fingle perſon : - which kind of attempered Epiſco- 
pacy, Or Preſidency, 1f it ſhall by your Majeſties grave Wiſdom. and 
oracious Moderation, be in ſuch manner conſtituted (as that the 
fore-mentioned, and other like evils, may be certainly prevent- 
ed) we ſhall humbly ſubmit thereunto. And in order to an 
happy Accommodation in this weighty Buſineſs, we deſire humbly 
to 4A to your Majeſty ſome of the Particulars,which we conceive 
were amiſs in the Epiſcopal Goverment, as it was praRtiſed before 
the year, 1640, As, a 

1, The great extent of the Biſhops Dioces, which was much too. 
large for his own perſonal Inſpe&ion, wherein he took a perſonal 
Charge over the Souls of all thoſe: within his Biſhoprick ; which 
burden muſt needs be granted to be too heavy for any one man's 
ſhoulders, the Paſtoral Office being a work of Perſonal Miniſtra- 
tion and Truſt, and that of the higheſt Concernment to the Souls 
of the People, for which they are to give an Account to Chriſt, 

/.2,, That by reaſon of this diſab:iry todiſcharge their Duties and 
Truſts perſonally, the Biſhops did depute the Adminiſtration of 
much of their Truſt, even in Matters of Spiritual cogmzance to 
(ommiſſaries, ( hancellors and Officrals, whereof ſome are Secular 
perſons, and. could not adminifter that Power which originally 
pertaineth to the Officers of the Church, Se 
3. That 
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. 3; Thatthoſe Biſhops who affirm, The | Epuſcopal Office to be a 
diitinft Order, by Divine Right, from that of the Prezbyter 5. didiaſh 
ſume the ſole Power of Ordination and Furisdidt;onto:themſelves,. 

4. Thar ſome of the Biſhops exerciſed an Arbitrary power, as by 
ſending forth their Arricles of Viſitation, inquiring unwarrantably 
into ſeveral things , and Swearing the Church-wardens to Pre. 
ſent accordingly ; So alfo by many [nnovations and Ceremonies i 
poſedupon MiniFFers and: People, not required by Law, 


Far the Reforming of theſe Evils, we firſt crave leave to offer 
to your Majeſty : 

1, The late moſt Reverend Primate of /relard his Reduttion of 
Epiſcopacy, unto the Forms of a 5 yaodrcal Government, reoeived'in 
the Ancient Church as a Ground-work towards an Accommuday. 
on and Fraternal- Agreement, in'this point of Ecclefiaſhical 'Govtry. 
ment ; which we rather do, not onely in regard of lis -eminegt 
Piety and ſingular Abilities, as in all other parts of Learning, ſojn 
that eſpecially of the Antiqmities of the Charch/; bur alſo, becauſt 
therein Expedients are offered towards the; Healing of theſe Grit 
UANCS, b YIOY VO ETSY? TIMER” N10 AY 

2; And inorder to the ſame End, we further hambly-defire, Thi 
the Suffragans Chorepiſcopt, mentioned in the Primate's Redwiton, 
may be C hoſen by the r es Sao and by that Elettion may be | 
ſufhiciently Amthorized to diſcharge their Truſt, and that tlie Af. | _ 
ſociations may not be ſo Latge as to make the D:ſoip/14e impoſſible, 
or to-take off the Monifters trom the reſt of their neceſſary Work, 

3. Thatno Oathes, or Promiſes of Ovedience to the Biſhops, not 
any unneceſlary Subſcriptions Or Engagements be made Neceflary to 
Ordination, Inſtitution or Induftion, Minftration, Communion dt tn. 
muninies of Miniſters, they being Reſponſible for any Tranſgreſh. 
on of the Law : And that no Bithop, nor any Eccleſiaſtical Govey. 
nour, may at any time Exerciſe their Government by their privat 
Will ot Pleaſure, but onely by ſuch Reles, Canons and Conſtitution, 
as ſhall be by A& of Parliament ratified and eſtabliſhed : And 
thatſuficient Proviſion may be made to ſecure both Minifters and 
People againſt the Rules of Arbitrary Government, ' 


Secondly, Lyturgie. | 
- 1, Ws are ſatished in our r AN oeal concerning the Lawful. 
| ? 
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uſe of a Lytwrgie,.01 Form of Werſiup, Provided it be for the Mar- 
i apracable'to the Word of God, and firly ſmuted. to the Natwre of the 
ſeveral Ordinances and Neceſſitres of the Church, nexther t06 tedp- 
| | cn the whole, not compoied of too ſort Prayers or: Refponſals, 
|; © not diffonant from the Zytwrgies of other Reformed Churches ; nor 
; I tod r4goronfly poſed, not the AMimfter confired thereunto, but that 
. Bl be may alfo wake uſe of the- Gifts for Prayer and Exbortation which 
Crit hath gives him;for the. Service and Edificatiov:of the Church, 
-/2, Jnafmuch. as the! Book, of Common Prayer hath in it many 
tings which are jaſHy offenſive, and need amendment, bath been 
Imp dscontinued, and very many, both AMinifters and People, and 
Perſons of p:ous,loyed and peaceable Minds, therein greatly dis-ſatiſ- 
fied ; whereupon 1f it ſhould. be againmpeſed, will inevitably fol- 
low fad Proifiars, and widening of theBreackes: which your Zdajeſty 
iendeavonring 40'ben{>i- We do: moſt humbly offes to your da- 
firs #iſdove, that for preventiag of To'great Ev, and forſething 
heChurch in &zity and Peace,fome Learned,Godly and Moderate 
Drvines of both Perſmajions, indifferently choſen, may be imploy- 
edto-Compleſucha Form as 1$ before: Deſcribed,as much as may be 
n-Sonprure-Werds;'orat leafiio Rewſrand-effectually\Reformihe 

\togerher.withan eiddiniwmor fertianch:iouber / arpidg- Forms 
4. | in Sonqutzre Phrafe, to be nſedat the Afiraffers cboige;of whichFa- 
ys | net and Laberty.there be 1nftevces in the Brok, of Cemmon Prayer, 


ao 


e, eo fis t £ Theraly, concerntug - Ceremontes:. 1 oc T1694 £ 


ot | We humbly Repreſent, Thatwe hold our ſelves obliged in Ems 
to yy pare of Dive worſhip, to.do All Things Decently, in; Order, and 
m. | Edification, and are willing therein to be determined by Authori- 
&. [yin ſuch things: as being meerly c:rcumfantial, are common to 
et. | Hamane Aftons, and are Ire Aut: by the Light of Natwre and 
ate | Famane Prudence , according tothe general' Rules of the Word; 
n, | vhichare alwayes'tobe obſerved, '' lo nf 


nd] And as to divers Ceremonres formerly retained in the Church of 


nd | Erghand, we do inall humility offer ts your Majelty theſe enſuing 
Mderationg, heiing ning Lon rg $15 


- Thatthe Worſhip of God i4initfelf Pure,-and Perfe8t, and De- 
 $##; without having ahy ſuct/Ceremones affixed thereunts; for did 
ful. fy contribute 'any” thing to'\that: necefary 'Decoxcy 'iwhich the 
xl  OELES | Apoſile: 
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(SJ | 
Apoſile requires, we might expe& to meet with them in the Ap. 


files time, there being no Reaſon to induce us to the uſe of them, 


which might not have induced them. 


- That the Lord hath declared Himſelf in the matters that con. 


cern his Worſhip, to be a Jealous God, and this Worſhep of His is cer- 
tainly then moſt pure, and moſt agreeable to the {implicity of the 
Goſpel, and to his Holy and Jealous Eyes, when it hath leaſt of Hy. 
mane admixtures (im things of themſelves confeſledly unneceſſary) 
adjoyned and appropriated thereunto. Upon theſe accounts mz. 
ny faithful. Servants of the Lord knowing his Word to be aperfelt 
Rule, of Faith and Worſhip (by which they muſt judge of his accept. 
ance of their Services, and muſt be themſelves judged ) have ever 
been exceeding fearful of varying from his Fill, and of the dang 
of diſpleafing him by-addions or detrattions in ſuch Duties, where. 
in they muſt daily expe& the. communication of his Grace and 
comfort ; eſpecially ſeeing theſe Ceremonies have been impoſed 
and urged upon ſuch Conſiderations as draw too near to the ſigni. 
ficacy and Moral efficacy of Sacraments themſelves, that they have 
together with Popery been rejeted by many of the Reformed 
Churches abroad; among whom, notwithſtanding, 'we doubt not 
but the Lotd is Worſhipped decently, orderly,and in the beauty of Hol 
»eſſe : And ever ſince the Reformation they have been a matter of 
Contention and endleſs Diſpute in this Church, and have beena 
cauſe of depriving the Church of the fruit and benefit they might 
have reaped from the labours of many learned and godly Divines, 
ſome of whom judging them unlawful, others inexpedtent, were 
in Conſcience unwilling to be brought under the power of them; 
And they have, occaſioned, through the offence taken ar them by 
many of the people, heretofore great ſeparation in our Church, and 
ſo have:rather;prejudiced than promoted the ity thereof : And 
at.this time; by.reaſon of their long diſuſe,may be more likely than 
ever.heretofore 't6. ptoduce: the ſame-inconvenience, And they 
are at beſt different, and in their nature mmtable : And that itig 
(eſpecially it various Exigences of the Church ) very needful and 
expedient, that things in themſelves mutable, be ſometimes alia 
ally changed, leſt they ſhould by perpetual permanency and conſtant 
of be; pidged by the people. as neceſſary; as. the ; Subſtantials' of 
Worſhip themſelves... And though-we, do molt heartily acknow- 
ledge your Majeſty to be Cſtos wtrinſque T abule,and to be ſuprean 
. ns | CGovernour 


Governour over all Perſons, and in all Things and Canſes, as well Ec: 
cefaſtical as Crvil wn theſe your Majefties Dominions ; yet we hum- 


hy crave leave to beſeech your Majeſty to conſider, Whether, as 
; Chriſtian Magiſtrate, you be not as well obliged by that do&rine 
fthe holy Apoltle, touching things indifferent,in not occafioning 
fence to weak, Brethren, as the Apoſtle himſelf ( then one of the 
igheſt Officers in the Church of Chriſt) judged himſelf to be ob- 
iged by ? and whether the great Work, wherein the Lord hath in- 
muted your Majeſty, be not rather to provide by your ſacred Au- 
ſjority, that the things which are neceſſary by Divine Command 
in Gods Worſhip, ſhould be duly performed, than that things un- 
reflary ſhould be made by humane:command neceſſary and penal? 
And how greatly pleaſing will it be to the Lord, that your Maje- 
ſes heart 1s-{o tenderly and religiouſly compaſſionate to' ſuch of 
tis poor Servants, differing in ſome matters , who-preferre the 
Peace of their Conſciences in God's Worſhip, above their own civ1/ 
cmceruments Whatſoever. | | | 
| May it therefore pleaſe your Majeſty out of your Princely Care 
for the healing of our Breaches, 'graciouſly to grant, That Kmeel- 
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aſtitution, may not be impoſed upon ſuch as do conſcienciouſly 
| I (cruple the obſervation of them. And that the uſe of the Surplice, 


8 Y and Croſſe in Baptiſm, and Bowrng at the Name of FJeſ#s ( rather - 


C FI than Chriſt or Emmanuel, or any other names whereby the Divine 
» I Perſon, or either of the other Divine- Perſons is detiominated) 
© IN ng be Aboliſhed,  Thele things being in' the judgement of the 
3 Þ Impoſers themſelves, but z»differext-and auteble'; and in the judo 
Jy I nent of others, 4 Rock of Offence ; and in the jadgment of all, ot 
be valued with the Peace of the Church, We likewile repreſent 
dv your Majelty,that divers Ceremonies (which we conceive have 
n IF no foundation in the Law of the Land ) as eretting Altars, bowing 
JN torards ther, and ſuch like, have not only been introduced, but in 
ſome places impoſed, whereby an Arbitrary Power was uſurped, 
d Þf divers Miniſters of the Goſpel ( though conformable to the eſta. 
& I liſhed Ceremonies ) troubled, ſome reverend and learned Þ1- 
*% I} ſhops offended, Proteſtants grieved, and the Pap:Ft pleaſed, as ho- 
of FF ping theſe Innovations might make way to greater changes, 

May 1t therefore pleaſe your Majeſty, in ſuch wayes as your 
MF Royal Wiſdom thall judge meet, effectually to prevent the im- 


| dame 
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ng at.the Lords Supper, and ſuch Holy Dayes, as are but of humane 


( 10) 

poſing and ufing ſuca Innovations for the future; that ſo Accord. 
ing to the pious intention of your Royal Grandfather (King Fame; 
of bleſſed memory ) the Publick Worſhip may be free, nor only 
from blame, but from ſuſp:tion. Z 

In obedience to your Majeſties Royal Pleaſure fignified to yg, 
we have tendered to. your Sacred Majeſty what we humbly con. 
ceive may moſt conduce to the Glory of God, to the Peace and 
Reformation of the Church, and to the taking away, not only our 
Differences, but the roots and cauſes of them, We humbly bes 
your Majeſties favourable Acceptance of theſe our loyal and con. 
iciencious Endeavours to ſerve the Church of Chriſt; and your 
Majefties gracious Pardon, if in any th:ng or expreſſion we anſiver 
not your Majeſties expeRation : Profeſſing before your Majeſty, 
and before the Lord the ſearcher of all hearts, that we have done 
nothing out of rife, and vain-glory, or emulation, but have fin 
cerely offered what we apprehend molt ſeaſonable, as conducine 
to that happy end of oxy bars Peace, which your Majeſty doth 
piouſly proſecute. We humbly lay our ſelves, and theſe our Ad. 
dreſfles, at your Majeſties feet ; profeiſing our unfeigned Reſolu- 
rion, to live and dye your Majeſties real, faithful, and obedient 


SubjeRs : And humbly implore your gracious Majeſty, accordins 


to your Princely Wiſdom and Fatherly Compaſſion, to lay your 


Hands upon the bleeding Rents and Diviſions that are among ys, | 


that there may be an healing of them. So ſhall your Throne be 
gromer than the Throne of your Fathers ; and in your dayes the 
i9hteous ſhall flouriſh, Peace run down like a River, and the 


Generations to come ſhall call you Bleſſed. 
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( x ) 
The Second PAP ER. 
May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 
O great was the Comfort created in our minds by your Ma- 
oy jeſties oft expreſſed Reſolution, to become the Effeltual 

" Moderator in our Differences, and Your Self to bring ns 
together, by procuring ſuch »taal condeſcenſions as are neceſlary 
thereto; and alſo by your gracioms Acceptance of our Propoſals, 
which your Majefty heard and received, not only without blame, 
but with ackyowledgment of their moderation ; and as ſuch, as would 
infer a Reconciliation between the differing Parties ; That we 
muſt needs ſay, that the leaſt abatement of our hopes 1s much the 
more unwelcome and grievous to us, in finding ſo much of the 
propoſed neceſſary means for our Agreement ( eſpecially in the 
point of Government) here paſled by in your Majeſties Declarati- 
2, as if it were denied us : 

But yet remembring the gractous and encouraging Promiſes of 
your Majeſty, and obſerving your Majeſties Clemency in what is 
here granted us, and your great Condeſcention in vouchſafing not 
only 1o graciouſly to hear us 1n theſe our humble ge do and Re- 
queſts, but alſo to grant us the ſight of your Declaration before it is 
reſolved on, with liberty of returning our Additiozal Deſires, and 
hope that they ſhall not he rejeffed, We reaflume our confidence, 
and comfortably expect, that what is not granted us in this Decla- 
ration thatis reaſonable and neceſiary to our Apreement,ſhall yet be 
oranted upon fuller conſigeration of the Equity of our Requeſts, 

As our Deſigns and Deſires are not for any worldly Advantages 
or Dignities to our ſelves, So have we not preſumed to meddle 
with any Civil Intereſt of your Majeſty, or any of your Officers, 
nor in matters of meer convenience,to caſt our Reaſon into the bal- 
lance againſt your Majeſties Prudence, But meetly to ſpeak for the 
Laws, and Worſhip, and Servants of the Lord, and for the Peace of 
our Conſcrences, and for the ſafety of our own and our Brethrens 
Souls, It lifts us up with joy to think what happy Conſequences 
will enſue, if your Majeſty ſhall entertain theſe healing motions ; 
How happily our differences will be reconciled, and the exaſpera- 
ted minds of men compoſed ! How temptations .to contention and 
#ncharitabledeſs will be removed ! How comfortably your Majeſty 
will reign in the deareſt affections of your SubjeRs,and how firmly 
they will adhere to your Intereſt as their own | How chearfully and 
_B2 zealouſly 
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12 ) EE | 
zealouſly the #n:ted Parts and Intereſts of the Nation will conſpire 
toſerve You! Whata ſtrength and honour a Righteous Magiſtracy, 
a Learned, Loyal, Holy CM:nifiry, and a faubful, praying People will 
be to your Throne ! and how it will be your glory to be King of the 
moft Rel: 010745 Natios in the World ! that hath no confiderable Par- 
ties, but what are centred under Chr;ffin You, What a comfort it 
will be to the B:hops and Paſtors of the Church to be honoured and 
loved by all the moſt Rel:grous of their Flocks, to ſee the ſucceſicf 
their /aboxrs, and the Beauty of the Church qronen gs DY OUT comm 
Concord, and Brethren to aſſemble and dwelt together 1n #mty, ſer. 
ving oze God, according to ove Rule, with one heart and month, 

And on the contrary, Should we loſe the opportunity of our de. 
fired Reconciliation and Hmon,it aftonitheth us to foreſee what dole- 
ful effects our diviſions would produce, which we will not ſo much 
as mention in particular, left our words ſhould be miſunderſtood, 

And ſeeing all this may be ſafely and eafily prevented, We 
humbly beſeech the Lord in mercy to vouchſafe to your Majelly, 
an heart to diſcern atight of Time and Judgment, | 


And as theſe are our general ends and motives, So we are in- 


duced to infift upon the Form of a Synodical Government, conjunt 
with a fixed Preſidency or Epiſcopacy, for theſe Reaſons. | 
1. We have reaſon to believe that no other terms will be ſo oe- 
nerally agreed on, and it is no Way injuitous.to Eprſcopal-Power, 
but moſt firmly eftablitheth all in it that can pretend to Divine 
Authority, or true Antiquity : It granteth them much more than 
Reverend Biſhop Hall in his Peace-maker, and many others of that 
judgment do require,who would have accepted of the fixirg of the 
Preſident for Life, as ſuſhcient for the reconciliation of the Churches, 
2, Ir being agreeable to the Scripture and the primitive Govern- 
ment, is likelie(t to be the way of a more #x:ver{al Concord, if evel 
thz Churches on Earth arrive to ſuch a blefling : However, it will 
bz moſt acceptab{{ to God, and well-informed Conſciences. 
3. It will promote the practice of Diſcipline & Godline's without 
4; ſorder,and promote Order without hindring D:ſciplive &Godlinef, 
4. Anditis not tobe ſilenced (though in ſome reſpects we are 


loth to mention it) That it will {ave the Nation from the violation of 


the Solema Vow and Covenant, without wronging the Church at all, o 
breaking any other Oath, And whether the Covenant were lawfully 
impoſed or not, we are aflured from the nature of a Vow to God, 
and from th Caſe of Saxl, Zedekiah,and others, that it would bea 


tertible 


——_ 


<3) 
remible thing in us to yiolate 1t on that pretence. Though we are 
fr from-thinking that it obligerh as to any evil, or to:00 beyond 
our places & callings'to'do' good, much lets co refit Authority (to 
Fhich ir doth oblige us)/yer dothrir undoubtedly bind'us'to forbear 
qur own conſext to thoſe! nxuriznces of Church:Goverament Which - 
ne there renounced, and for which no dizrze Izftirution can be p1e- 
tended. Not preſuming to:mecidle with the Conſcrezces of thoſe ma- 
yy of the Nob:lity and Gentry, andiorhers, thatadhered!to his late 
Majelty in chelate n»happy Wars, who at their Compoſition took this 
Vin and Covenant, We only Crave your Majeſties clemency to our 
elves and others, who believe themſelves to be:under its obliga- 
ions. And God forbid that we that are the 1miflers of the Word of 
Trath ſhould do any thing to encourage your Majefties Subjects.to 
alt off the Coſcrence of - an Oath,”'' Till the-Covenant was decried. 
15:4n Almanack,oxt of date, and its obhgation taken to be all; thar 
dio Fatt could never have. been perpetrated againſt your Royal 
Faher, nor your Majelty have been fo long expulſed from your 
Dominions. And the obligation of the Covenant upon the conſciences. 
Ethe:Nation, was.not-the weakeſt Inftrument'of your Returs, We 
herefore-humbly:beſeechyour Majeſty (with greater importunity. 
hanwe. thinkwwe'thould! do; for-our lves!): That you would have 
nercy on the Souls and Conſciences of your People, and will not 
affer us.to.be tempted to.the: 2ro/ation of ſuch ſolemn Vows,and this 
vrnothing, when . an expedient 1s before you that will avoid it, 
fithout any detriment to. the: Church; nay,to its hozor. 8.advancement. 
-The/Pre{acy which: we difclaim, - 1s, "that 'of Dzoceſans upon the 
caim of a ſuperior Order tos Predbyter, afluming the ſole power of 
0r4ination, and of publick, Admoxition of particalar Offenders, en-- 
pyning Peritexce, Excommunicating and Abſolving (befides Confir- 
nation) over ſo many Churches, as neceſſitated the corruption or 
t;rpation of Diſciple and the/uſing of ' humane: Offiters (as Chan-- 
ors, Surrogates, Officials, Commuſſaries, Arch-deacons) while the. 
mdeubted Officers of ( hrift (the Paſtors of the particular Churches) 
Were hindred from the exerciſe of their Office. | 
- The Reſtoration of Dzſczpline in the particular Churches, and of the Paſtors ro 
te exerciſe of their Office therein, and of Synods for necefiry. Conſultation and; 
Communion of Churches, and. of the primiczue Preſidency or Epiſcopacy, ſor the- 
noiding of all fhew of Innovation 3nd Diſorder, is thar which we humbly ofter. 
8he Remedy, Brſeeching your Majeſty ,that if any thing afferted ſeem un- 
yoyed, an impartial Conference in your Majciiics. hearing; may be at lowed us 
narder to a juſt Nerermination, | | 
| Concerning. 
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Concerning the Preamble of your Maieſties Declaration, we preſume 


11. onelytotender, theſe, Requeſts. 

1. That we are perſwaded it is not in your Majeſties thoughts, 
to intimate that we are guilty of the Offences which your Majeſty 
here reciteth;So we hope it will rather bea Motive to the haſtning 
the Nations Cure, that our Unity may prevent Man's temptation 
of that nature for the time to come. +: 

2. Though we have profeſſed our willingneſle to ſubmit tothe 
Primitive 'Epiſcopacy, and Reformed Lyturgie, hoping 1t may prove 
an Expedient to an happy Union ; yet have we expreſſed our dif. 
like of the Prelacy and preſent Lyturgie, While #»reformed, And 
though Sacriledge and nnmſt Alienation of ({, hurch-Lands, is a thinp 
that we deteſt, yet whether in ſome caſes of true Swperfiuzty of Re. 
venues, ot tive Neceſſity of the Church, there may not be an Altes. 
ation Which is no Sacruledge ? And whether the Kings and Park. 
ments have been guilty of this Crime that have made ſome Alits. 
atioss , are Points of high concernment, of which we never hada 
Call togive our Judgement? And therefore humbly beſeech you 
Majeſty, that concerning theſe Matters, We may. not to our preju. 
_ be otherwiſe underſtood, than as we have defore-:and hereex. 
i refled. | | ki 
ll : 3. That as your Majefty hath here vouchſafed us your Gracious 
ll Acknowledgment of our Moderation, it may never be ſaid, thatz 
"Nl MimPfter and People of ſuch moderate Principles, conſenting to Prp 
| mitive Epiſcopacy and Lyturgie, could not*be received into the Se. 
[| tlement and conntenanced Body of, Your People, nor pofleſle their fls 
| t20n5 in the Church, and Liberty in the Publick Worſhip of God, 

4. And whereas it 1s exprefled by your Majeſty, T hat the E|. 
ſence and Foundation of Epiſcopacy may be preſerved,though the Extes 
| of the Furiſdithion may be altered ; This 1s to.us a ground of hope, 
4 that ſeeing the greatning or leflening of Ep:/copal Power is in your 
ll Majeſties judgement but: a matter of convenience, the Lord il 
ll | put it into Your heart to make ſuch Alteration in the alterable 
j Points, as theSatisfa&tion of the Conſciences of ſober men,and the 
Healing and Union of the. Churches do require, 


F And as to our. Plea for Primitive Epiſcopacy ; the Offices and 
if Ordinances of Chriſt muſt be ill diftinguiſhed from the alter: 
\F able accidents; though we plead not for the Primitive Poverty, Pr. 
\'Y ſeeution, or Reſtraints, yet mult we adhere to the Primitive On 
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and Forſhrp,and Adminiſtrations in the ſubſtance, as believing that 


he cixcumRtantiaring of them 1s much committed unto man, but 
w Inſtitute the Offices and Ordinances, is ;the. high Preroga- 
tive of Chriſt, the Univerſal King and Law-giver-of the Church, 


Concerning the Matter of your Majeſties Conceſſions, as related to © 
our Propoſals. 


1, We humbly renew our Petition to your Majeſty for the ef- 
feual ſecuring of thoſe premiſed neceflartes,whichare the matter 
of our chiefeſt care, and whereunto the concroverted points ſub- 
ſerve, Viz. | 

1, That Private Exerciſes of Piety may be incouraged. 

2. That an able faithful Miniſtry 'may be kept up, and the in- 
ſuſhcient, negligent, and non-refident and ſcandalouls caſt out. 

3: That a credible profeſſion, of Faith and Qbedience be pre- 
required of Communicants. 

4. That the Lords day may be appropriated to holy Exerciſes, 
without unneceſlary divertiſements, 

1. For Church-Goverument : In this your Majeſties Declaration, 
Pariſh-Diſcipline is not ſufficiently granted us ; Inferior Synods 
with their Preſidents are paſſed by ; and the Biſhop, which your 
Majeſty here declareth for, 1s not Epsſcopus Preſes, but Epiſcopns 
Princeps ; endued with ſole Power both of Ordination and Juriſ- 
dition : For though it be ſaid, The Biſhop ſhall do nothing without 
the Adviſe of the Presbyters,yet their Conſent 1s not made neceſlary, 
but he may go contrary to the Conſe of them all, Aud this Ad- 
vice is not to be given by the Dioceſan Syned,or any other Repreſen- 
tatives of the Clergy, but by the Dean and Chapter,and ſo many,and 
ſuch others as he pleaſe to call. In all which there being nothing 
yeelded us, Which is ſufficient to the defired Accommodation and. 
#00; we humbly proſecute our Petition to your Majeſty, That the 
Primitive Preſidency, with their reſpe&ive Synods,defcribed by the 
late Reverend Primate of Ireland, may be the Forms of Church-Gc= 
gernment eſtabliſhed among us,at leaft in theſe three needful Points. 

1. That the Paſtors of the reſpective Pariſhes may be allowed 
not only Publickly to Preaeh, but Perſonally to Catechiſe,or other- 


| Wiſe In$traf the ſeveral Families (admitting none to the Lord's 


Table, that have not Perſonally owned their Baptiſmal Covenant, 
by a credible Profefſion of Faith and Obedience ) and to Amo- 


nhand Exhert the Scandalous, 1n order to their Repentance, to hear 


the 
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the Witneſſes and the accuſed Party, and to appoint fir Times and 
Places for theſe Thitigs : And to deny ſuch Perſons the Communz. 
0 of the'Church, and the holy Eucharr3t, that remain Impenitent, 
or that wilfully refuſe to com? to their Pa#ors tn be Inſtrutted,or to 
Anſwer ſuch probable Accaſations,and to continue ſuch Excluſiz of 
them till they have made a credible profeſſion of their Repentaxce, I: 
and then to receive them againto *the Commumon of the Church, 
Provided there be place for due Appeals to Swperror Power, :All If {, 
this we. beſeech your Majelty-to Expreffe, under your Fifth Coy. 


ceſſion, becauſe it is'to us of. very great Weight, and the Rubrich m 
is unſatisfattory, to waich we are referred, 1 6. 

2, Thatall the Paſtors ofeach Rural Deanry , having a ſtated I (1 
Prefident choſen by 'themelves. (if your Majeſty pleaſe to grant vr 


them that liberty.) may meet once. a Moneth , and may receive 
Preſentments of all ſuch perſons,” as, notwithſtanding S»ſpextion I 7, 
from Communion of the Church, continue zmpexttent, and anrefar. 

red ; and having further .admomſhed them, may proceed to the Sex. } * 
tence of ſolemn Excommunication, 1f after due patience they cannot kn 
prevail : And may receive the Appeals., of thoſe that - conceive 
th:mſeles injuriouſly ſuſpended, and may decide :the:..cauſe., Or (if » 
this cannot'be attained, ) at lealt , tharthe Paſtors of each Rural 


Deanry,with their Preſident, may have power to meet monthly, and th 
receive all ſuch Preſentments and Appeats, and judge whether the; y 
are fit to be tranſmitted to the Dyoceſax or not : And to call before ( 
wem and admoniih the. OFenders ſo preſented ; yet if the Preſent- 

ments againſt Magiſtrates .and Miniſters, be reſolved onely tothe 7 


Dioceſay Synod, and their Appeales 1mmediattely put in, we ſhall 
th2rein ſnbmit to your Majefties pleaſure, 

3. That a Dizceſan Synad, confiſting of the Delegates of the ſeve. 
ral Rural Synods be called as often as need requirerh;and that with- 


out the conſent of. the major part of them, the Dzzceſan may not : 
ordain or exerciſe any Spiritual Cenſures on any of the Miniſters, # 
norExcommunicate any of the People but by the conſent of the Sy- 
nod,nx of the Paſtors of the particular Pariſhes where they had Com- ; 
munion. And that not only Chazcellors,but alfo Archdeacons,Comi|- 
[aries and Officials (as ſuch) may paſs no Cenſures purely ſpiri- 
wal, but for th2 ex2rciſe of Civil Government, coercively by | 


Mulcts,or corporal Penalties, by power derived from your Maje- 
ſie, as Supream over Pzſons and Things Ecclehaltical,we preſume 
not at all to interpoſe, bur (hall ſubmit to any that act by your Ma. 
 kfties Commiſion, Our 
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1:ſhes, are theſe, 


ſt isneceſfary'to the honour of the Chriſtian profeſſion, to the 
ntegrity of worſhip, to the deſtru&ion of impiety and vice , to the 
prelervation of the ſound, the raiſing them that are fallen, the com 
forting of the penitent , the ſtrengthening of the weak, the purity, 
order, ſtrength and beauty of our Churches, the unity of Beleevers, 
and the plealing of Chriſt, who hath required it by his Laws: And 
wy agreeable to the ancieat Canons and praftice of the 
Churches 3 and is conſented to by our Reverend Brethren, and (6 
knomatter of controverſie now between us. | | 


Tet1s not the Rubrick Satisfagory to which we are referred, 


..1. Becauſe itleaves the peopleatliberty, whether they will let us 
kow of their.intention to communicate , till the night or morning 
before,and allowerh us then onely to admoniſh them.; when in great 
Pariſhes *cis impoſlible for want of time, 

2, Becauſe it alloweth us to deny. the Sacrament to thoſe onely 
that malitiouſly refuſe reconciliation with their Neighbours , and 
mely to admoniſh other ſcandalous finners to forbear 3 though the 
Canon forbid us to deliver them the Sacrament. | 


The Reaſons why we 1121.4 0n the ſecond Propoſal, are theſe. 


[tbeing agreed on between us, that the yonger.leſs diſcreeter ſort 


f Miniſters are unfit to paſs the ſentence of Excommunication with= 


at advice and moderation by others; And every Church isnot like 


obe provided with grave, diſcreet, judicious guides; -the neceſſity 
itheſe frequent leller.Synods for ſuch moderation, and advice,and 
pudance, will appear by theſe two general Evidences. 

tis the yery nature 8 ſubſtance ofthe office of a Presbyter,to have 
tie power of the Keys for binding or loofing , retaining or remit- 
ng fin ; which therefore together or apart,as there is occaſion, they 
ne bound to exerciſe, And this being the Inſtitution of Jeſits Chriſt, 

| GC 


Our Reaſons for the firft part of Diſcipline, VIZ. Inpart icular Pa- 
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cannot be altered by man. In their Ordination according tothe | 
eliabliſhed order in Exgland, it.is faid [ Whoſe fins thou dott remit 


taey are remirted, whoſe fins thou dot retain they are retained] 
And they are commanded to miniſter the Do&rine, Sacraments and 
Diſcipline of Chriſt as the Lord hath commanded, and as this Realm 


bathreceived the ſame, as expreſly as the Biſhops are. And as the 


late Primate of Trclandobſerverh in his Redu&ion, that they may 
the better underſtand what the Lord hath commanded, the Exhor. 
tation of St. Pal to the Elders of the Church of Epbeſzs 1s appomted 
to beread to them at the time of their ordination: Take beed to your 
ſelves, and to all the Flock over which the boly Ghoſt bath made you Ovens 
ſeers,to feed (or rule) the Congregation of God, which he hath purchaſed 
with his bloud, Andit is apparent in this As 20.17 18,28. Al 
23. Afj.15--- 1 Theſ.c.12,13. 1 Tim. 34435. 3 Tim. 5.17. Hebt 
7,17,24- andother places,that it is the office of a Presbyter to over- 
ſee, rule and guide the Flock with that miniſterial rule which 
conlifteth in the exerciſe of the Keys , or management Or perſonal 
application of Gods Word to the conſciences and caſes of particuly 
perſons, for their ſalvation, and order of the Church ; the Coerciv 
power belonging to the Magiſtrate. And this was the praiſe ofthe 
ancient Church, as appeareth undeniably in Ionatzus, Tertullian, Cy 
prian, Ferome, Chryſoſtome, 8c. Conctl. (: arthag. 4. Can.2223,9, 
$2,343536,37- Andis confeſſed by the chiefeſt Defenders of E- 
ptcopacie. ; | 

If all Preſentments and Appeals be made to the Biſhop and his con- 
fiſtory alone, it will take from us the Pariſh-Diſcipline (which is 
granted ns) and caſt almoſt all Diſcipline out of the Church; zis 
moſt apparent to them , that by experience are acquainted with the 
quality of our Flocks , and the true nature of the Paſtoral work, 
conſidering, 


1. Howmany hundred Churchesare ina Diocels. * | 
2. How many thouſand perſons are in many Pariſhes; and'f 


thoſe, what a number are obſtinate in wilful groſs ignorance or i 


ſcandal, refuſing to be inftrated or admoniſhed by their Pz 


ors | 


'3. How long,andearneſtly,and tenderly;finners muſt be dealtwith, 


before they arecut off by Solemn Excommunication, | wh 
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© + How unfatisfaftory it muſt be to the conſcience of a Biſhop &# 
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, tocutoffa man as impenitent, upon the bare report of a Mi- 
nifter, before theyhave upon full admomtion proved him impenitent 
themſclves,eſpecially wtien t00 many Miniſters are:(to ſay nothing of 

on that may cauſe partial accuſation ) unable (6 to manage a i e- 
fandexhortacion, as1s necetlary to work onthe cotifciences of 
the People; and to convict Refitters of flat Impeniteacie. | 

5. What abundance of work the Biſhop will have {belides con-' 
fant preaching, which will require timefor preparation) vilitiag the 
ſeveral Churches , confirming all the ſouls in fo njany hutfidted 
Pariſhes (which alone 1s more chen any one man can'do aright, ifhe 
had nothing elſe to do) Ordaining, Inſtituting and Examining the 
perſons ſo far as to ſatisfie a tender conſcience ( that takesnot all on 
truſt from others, and is but the executor of others Judgements :) 
Theſeand much more,with a care of Chaurch-building,Lands,and' his 
own Afairsand Family, and fiekneffes, and neceffary abſence ſome 
times, will make this great additional work (which muſt be con-. 
fantly performed for ſo many hundred Pariſhes ) to be impo;* 
lible. S 

6. Reproofs and ſuſpention will ſo exaſperate the ſcandalous, 
that they will vex the Paſtors with numerous Appeales. 

7. The Paſtors will be undone by travelling and waiting,and main- 
taining ſuch multitude of witneſſes, as is neceſſary for the proſe- 
cuting of Preſentments, and anſwering the many Appeals. 

$. The butineſs will be ſo odious, chargeable and troubleſome, - 
that witneſſes will not come in. 

9. The Miniſter by theſe proſecutions and attendances, will be ta= 
ken off the reſt of his miniſterial work. | 

19, Biſhops being but men, will betempted by this intolerable 
burthen, to be weary of the work, and flubber it over,and caſt it up- 


on others,and to diſcountenancethe moſt conſcionable Miniſters that - 


molt trouble them with preſentments : which when the people per- 
cive, they will the more inſult, and vex us with Appeals : So that 


 thediſcouragements of the Miniſters, and the urter incapacity of the 


Bilhops to perform a quarter of this work, will nullifie Diſcipline, as 
leaving it impoſſible. Experience hath told'us this too long. 
And then when our Communion is-thus pollnted with atl that 

X C 2 | are 


II. 


'20 
Piety, 


1» Miniſters will be deterred from their Adminiſtrations to ſubs 
je&s ſouncapable. | : EET. 
2. Biſhops- that are tender-conſcienced , will be . deterred 
from undertaking ſo impoſlible:a work, and of fo ill ſue- 
ceſs. rb. 5:40 | tk 164-048 
3. And men that have leaſt tenderneſs of conſcience, andcare of 
ſouls,and fear of Gods diſpleaſure,will ſeek for and intrude into both 
laces, 
. 4. And thetender-conſcienced people will betempted to ſpezk 
hardly of ſuch undiſciplin'd Churches , and of the Qfiicers, and to 
withdraw from then. | ria 1 
_ 5. Andhereby they will fall nnder the diſpleaſure of Superior, 
and the ſcorn of the Vulgar,that have no religion, but what is ſab- 
ſervient to their fleſh. | 
| 6.: And ſo whilſt the moſt pious are bronght uuder diſcounte- 


' 


; nance and reproach, and the moſt impious get the reputationof 


being moſt regular and obedient to their Rulers; Piety it ſelf ill 
grow into diſeſteetn, and impiety eſcape its due diſgrace. - And this 
hath been the cauſe of our Calamities. Us 


As to Liturgie, It is matter of very great joy and thankfulnel 
to us, that we have heard your Majeltie more then onceſo reſo]utely 
promiſing, that none ſhould ſuffer for not uling-the Common*pray- 
erand Ceremonies; but you would ſecure them from the penalties 
in the A& for Uniformity, as that which your Declaration at Breds 
intended : And to finde here ſomuch of your Majeſties Clemencie 

1n your gracious conceſſion for a future Emendation. But we hun 
' bly crave leaveto acquaint your Majeſtie, 6, ll 


' 1. Thatit orievesns after all,to hear that yet it 1s given in charge 
by the Judgesat the Aſlizes toindice men upon that Adt,fornot ufig 
the Common-prayer. 


2. That it is not onely ſome obſolete words , and other exprefl- 
ons that are offenfive. 


3+ That many Scruple uſing ſome part of the Book as it ghd 
| they 


are moſt incapable through ignorance, Scandal, and contenipt « i 


4 Wy) 
' they. be guilty of countenancing the whole; yet would uſe it when 
formed. +; #32 £1] ION} 2: Y YAOSTIOt 7 


. 


_ Therefore; we humbly, crave , that your Majeftie would here de- 
care,thatit,is your Majeſtiespleaſure,thatnone be puniſhed or trou- 
bled for not uling the Book of, Common-prayer till itbe effe&nally 

F reformed, by Divines of -both perſwaſions equally deputed there- 

mnto.. And that. your Majeftie will, procure - that moderati- 

tion in the impoſition hereafter, - which we beforeidefired: : + _ ; 


. Concerning Ceremonies. Returning our; humble thanks for your 
Majeſties gracious conceſſions (of which we are aſſured you will ne- 
4 © ver have cauſe to repent) we further craves 13... _ L. 
"Yr. Thatyour Majeftie will leave out thoſe wordsin:yourDecla- 
« | claration, concerning ys {That e do not; in our Fudgements/believe 
5 the praCtife of thoſe particular Qeremonies'whic weexceptapainlt, 
tobeinit ſelfunlawtul for we have not-ſo.declared our Judgemenes. 


X Indeed, we have faid,. hat treating 1n order to an happy.uniting of | 
eLand; our.work.is notto-fay, what; 1s our | 


of © our Brethren throught 
11 983 opipion,, or what will atisfieus,, but: what will ſatishefo-many 
z3may procure the ſaid Union. And we have faid , thatfowne think 
them flatly nnlawful , ſome but inconvenient ; ſome think ſome of 
them unlawful in themſelves, and others but: inconvenient; and while 


& || the impoſer thinks them bur indifferent, we conceived they might 


jy £ reaſonably be intreated to let them go, for theſaving of their Bye- 
h threns conſciences, and the Churches peace. We are (nre _thata 
«| Chriſtians conſcience ſhould be tender 6f-adding' to or diminiſhing 


1, | from the matter of Gods worſhip in the ſmalleſt point: The Laws of 
ie | God being herein the onely perfe& rule, Dex:.12:32.And that Synod 
n. | infallibly guided by the holy Ghoſt , would lay upon the Churches 
noother burden but neceſfary things, AG. 15.28... And that for 
things indifferent, Chriſtians ſhould not deſpiſe or judge each other, 
Rom. 14. Much leſs by filencing the able and faithful Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, to puniſh the Flock even in their ſouls, for the tolerable 
>| differences and ſuppoſed miſtakes of Miniſters. VVe doubt not 
|. | but Peter and Paul went to heaven, without the. Ceremonies in 
*.Þ. Queſtion; © Be nf 0) 
6 | And ſeeing your Majeſtie well expreſleth it [That the nrerGl 
: ch 


Im. 


ns | M: on, 5 | tl 
no Law nor Canonfor or againſt them, commanding, recommend. (| x 
_ Ing or prohibiting them;;- as now there 1s none for any particular : 


Gn) (| 
Churchcannot mrrodtuce:one Ceremony: in the worſhip of God thaes 
is contrary to Gods V Vord, expreſſed in the Scriptures.] And'tnyts.: 
titudes oftheProteftants ar home andalsroaddo' think that all* My | \\ 
ſicali, Sicramental [Rires of humane nfticution', are'contrary;to | 
the: very» perfe&tion: of. Gods Law, and to” Dent. 12. '32\ Ke; di 
(though the-determination of meer circumſtances neceſlary 1; genere' N 
be not. ſo) and therefore dare riot uſe them for fear of the-dif. | al 
pleaſure off Godthe Univerſal Soveraign.” It ruſt needs be 'an ex |} di 
reflion of your Majeſties wiſdom » and tenderneſs of Gods honour, is 
and rhe ſafety;of your peoples ſouls, ro'refule in things unneceliiry C 
codrive men'upon-apprehended fi, and npon the wrath of God;and F 
the terrors of a condemned conſcience. | Sai ©, 
2. We beſcech your Majeſtie to underſtand, that it is not ous || Y 
meaning'by:the-word { AboliſhingJÞ+o crave a prohibition againſt {t 
your own; andother mersliherty in thethings in queſtion. -Butitis | n 
a full libecriewedefire, fich as(hoald be in nimeceſfary things, and! | vi 
ſuchas will tend to the concortt of your people, viz. That there be 


geſture ir finging of Plalmesy where liberty preſerverh- an uninter- |} * 
ruptedUnity.:: £40k 2s IVRLE VT TIMELY LVL LL0 ao 8% 0 ens | 


For the particular Ceremonies. P 


VVe humbly crave as ro kneeling, in the AQ of. recei-. | 2 
ving the Lords Supper, that your Majeſty will declareg 2 
liberty therein, that none ſhall be troubled for receivng ir | | 
ſtanding or fitting. And your Majeſties expreſſions [ up. | 4 
on 515 2 beſt (if horonely) known to themſelves] com. || | 

mand us torender fome of our Reaſons. , 
1, We are fure Chriſt and his Apoſtles ſinned nor, by 

not receiving it kneeling ; and many arenot ſure, thatby | © 
kneeling they ſhould nor fin : And therefore for the better | | 
ſecurity , though not for abſolute neceſſity we crave leave || } 
to take the (aſcii ſide, + 4 


2: We 


Y 2 (23); bh 
t | -2; Weare ſure that. kneeling in any Adoration atall 


_—_ 7. 
DP: + 
$342k 8.4 
_— 
4: 


navy V,Vorihip on any Lords Day inthe year, or any 

cck-day berween Eaſter and Pentecoſt, was-not onely 
diſ-uſed , bur forbidden by general Councils, ( as Concil. 
Nicen, 1 Can, 20, Coil, Irull. &c.) and diſclaimed by 
ancient Writers; and this as a general uncontrouled tra- 
dition : and theretore that kneeling in the a&tof recelving, 
isa Novelty contrary to the Decrecs and praGtiſe of.the 
Church for many hundred years atter the Apoſtles. And 
it we part with the venerable Examples of all Antiquity, 
waere 1t agrees with Scripture, (and that for nothing) we 
ſhall depart from the terms which-mok Moderators think 
neceſſary for the reconciling of the Churches 3 and No- 
velry 15 a Diſhonour to any part ot Religion. Andif An- 
tiquity be honourable, the moſt ancient and neareſt the 
Legiſlation and Fountain, muſt.be moſt honourable: and 
it is not ſafe to intimate a Charge of Ulnzeverence upon 
all the Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians , and the uni- 
verſal Thurch , tor ſo many hundred years together of its 
pureſt time, | 

3, Though our meaning be good, itis not good to ſhew 


a needleſs countenance of the praQiſe of adoring the bread 


as God, when ir is uſed by Papiſts round abour us. .Saith 
Biſhop Hall in his life, p.20. / had a dangerous conflit with 
a Sorbonift, who took occaſion by our kneeling at the receit of the 
Euchariſt, to perfſwade all the company of our acknowledgement of 
a Tranſubſtanti8ton. : [oo oo tr 

- 4, Some of us that conld rather kneel then be deprived 
of the Communion, ſhould yer ſuffer much before we dutſt 
put all others from the Communion thar durit not rake 1t 
kneeling 3 which therefore we crave that we may tiot ve 
Wo, at od alot are art ee 7.” 
' VVehumbly crave alſo, that the Religious wack 
E Log : oe 


I; 


fired, Nor that weare againſt ſubſcribing the proper = 
0 
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As och S 
of holy days of humane inſticucton, may be declared tobe 
lefr indifferent ,-that none be troubled for nor obſerving 
VVe humbly render your Majeſty our thanks for your 
gracious Conceſſion of liberty as tothe Croſs and Sur- 
plice, and bowing at the Name Jeſs, rather then Chriſt, 


or God : But we further humbly beſeech your Ma- 


jelty, Ng 


1. That this liberty in torbearing the Surplice, may ex- 
tend to Colledges and Cathedrals alſo, that it drive nat 
thence all thoſe that ſcruple it, and make thoſe places. re- 
ceptive onely fora patty. And that the Youth of the Nati 
on may have juſt liberty as well as the Elder. lf they be 


 Ingaged intheUniverſities,and their Liberties there cut off 


1n thetr beginning , they cannor atrerwards be free ; and 
many hopeful perſons will be elſe diverred from the fervice 
of theUhurch: © 7H ov fitct Dig 2: 

2. That your Majefty will endeavour the repealing of 
all Laws and Canons by which theſe Ceremonies are im- 
poſed, that they may be left ar full Liberty. 


We alſo tender our thanks ro your Majeſty for your 
gracious Concefſion of the torbearance of the Subſcripti- 
on required by the Canon, Bur, - 

1. We humbly acquaint your Ma jeſty., that we do not 


e x 


diſſent from the Doctrine of -rhe Church of Englangcx- 
preſſed 1n the Articles and Homilies ;/ bur iris the contro- 
verteg paſſages 'abour Government, Lirurgie and Cere- 
monies, and ſome by-paſſages and: phraſes in the Doart- 
nal part, whichare (crupled by thoſe whoſe Liberty is de- 


Es SES $2 
II 3. AM 


- 


= = 
* Botour Religion, ar any meer Confeffion of Faith : Nor do 


rexicks ro Come in. a 9 HELEN © | 

2, Wetake the boldneſs to {ay, that ſince we have had 
? Ethe promiſes of your gracious Indulgence herein, and up- 
on divers Addrefſes to your Majeſty and the Lord Chan- 
cellor , had comfortable encouragement to expett our Li- 
berty 3 yet cannot Miniſters procure Inſtitution without 
repouncing ther Qrdination by Presbyrers , or being re- 
gdained, nor without Subſcription, and the Oath of Ca- 
nonical Obedience. © - 
. . 3- Ve mutt obferyc with fear and griet, that your 
x Iajeliies Indulgence and Conceflion-of Liberry in this 
( 

c 


Declaration , extendeth/ nor either to the abatement: of 
Re-ordanatien , or of Subfeription at Ordination, or the 


& 


Oagh ok Obcdicnce to-:the-Bifhops, LOT: 


Majeſty will declare your pleaſure,  * 


I, That Ordination;and Inſtitution and Indu&ion,miay 
tk conferred without the {aid Subſcription or Oath. 


mtion for want of Ordination by Prelates , that was or- 
uined by Presbyrers _ EE 

' 3. TharnoneÞe judged tohaye fakfeitethis Preſenta- 
tion or Benefice , or be deprived of ir, for not reading 
thoſe Articles of the 39, that contain the controverted 
wints of Government and Ceremonies, 


, | We humbly crave that your Majeſtie would nor onely 7, 


rant us this liberty,till the next Synod;bur will endeavour 
that 


. We therefore humbly and earneſtly crave, that your 


2, That none be urged to be re-ordained,or denied Infſti- 


we Scruple the Oaths ot Allegeance and Supremacie 2 | 
Nor woutd we have the door left open for Papifts arid He- 


aft. 
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Bey * (46) p 6. 
that the Synod be impartially choſen z and that your My 
Jjc{tte will be pleaſed ro endeavour the procurement of ſuet 
Laws, as ſhall be neceſſary for our ſecurwry till the Synod, 
and for the ratification of moderate healing Concluſion 
afterward. And that nothing by meer Canon be impo-' 
ſed on us, without ſuch Stature-Laws of Parliament. 


7 
TT 

_ 

DO ! 
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| Theſe favours (which will be injurious to none) if your' 
people may obtain of your Majeſty , it will revive their 
hearts to daily and earneſt Prayer for your proſperity; 
and to rejoyce in the thankful acknowledgetnent of that 
gracious providence of Heaven , that hath bleſſed us in 
your Reſtoration, and put. it into your hearr to-heal our 
breaches, and to have compaſſonon the faithful people 
in your Dominions, who do not perition you' for Jiberty 
to be Schiſmatical, Fa&ious , Seditious, or abuſive'to any; 


tical, F: or abuſive'to any; 
but onely tor le-ve to obey the Lord that Created and Re 


deemed themyaccording to that Law, by which they muſt 
all be ſhortly judged to everlaſting Joy or Miſery ; and it 
will excite them to, and unite them in the cheerful fervice 
of your Majeſty, with their Eſtates and lives, and to tranſ. WW 
mit your deſerved Praiſe to Poſterity. : © © R 
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